ALLEGHANY COUNTY WATER AND SEWER COMMISSION

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2011

MINUTES

The regular meeting of the Alleghany County Water and Sewer Commission meeting was held Thursday, February 10, 2011 @ 5:00 p.m. in Conference Room A of the Alleghany County Governmental Complex, 9212 Winterberry Ave., Covington, Virginia.

Present:

Members:

Mr. Joseph Whalen, Chairman







Mrs. Jewell Moore, Vice Chairman

Mr. Jack Kimberlin

Mr. Jackie Smith

Mr. Kenneth Yeagley

Mr. Richard Fridley

Present:

Others:


Mr. Chris Clark, Public Works Director

Ms. Suzie Layman, Secretary

The Chairman, Mr. Joseph Whalen, called the Alleghany County Water and Sewer Commission meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On a motion by Mr. Kimberlin and seconded by Mr. Yeagley, the minutes of January 6, 2011 Water and Sewer Commission were unanimously approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Michael Asma

Mr. Asma appeared before the Commission to discuss the Wesgate water pressure.  Mr. Asma voiced concern over the sudden decrease in pressure from 65psi to 40psi after the new tank became active.  Mr. Asma stressed that his washing machine and dishwasher do not perform as well with the lower pressure.  He had contacted a home inspector who informed him that he prefers a 50psi minimal to recommend a home.  Mr. Asma feared that the lower pressure would decrease the value of his home if he decided to sell.  He also questioned the pressure during summer months when he, along with his neighbors, would be watering grass and flowers and doing general maintenance to beautify their homes.  Mr. Asma feels that the County has decreased their service to the residents of Wesgate but has not decreased the monthly billing amount.

Mr. Clark explained to Mr. Asma that the old Wesgate system was on a booster tank bladder system that was very unreliable.  This system caused many problems if a leak occurred because the tank could not handle volume.  Mr. Clark also explained that the new tank is more reliable and the original plans did not show a decrease of 25psi to the customers.  He informed Mr. Asma that due to a land dispute through Iron Gate, the tank was moved.  Also, the Health Department had refused to fund full tank height and only granted one half of the tank height.  In reference to the minimal of 50psi, Mr. Clark informed Mr. Asma that the Health Department mandates a minimum of 20psi to residents.  He also stated that Public Works currently has a seven day chart recorder on two of the residences in the area that will record the ebbs and flows.  He informed Mr. Asma and the Commission that an option that is being considered is a loop in the system with another route.  A 4” main with no loops cannot compensate for the volume and there are currently too many customers on the small main.  Currently, the only way to increase the pressure to the residents is to add height to the tank.  Mr. Clark informed Mr. Asma that Iron Gate has assumed all responsibility for the tank.

Mr. Asma asked why Iron Gate would be responsible for a tank that serves the Alleghany County customers.

Mr. Clark explained that both Iron Gate and Alleghany County wanted the tank but Iron Gate was able to get the grant needed to fund the project.

Mr. Smith asked if a booster tank would be a feasible option.

Mr. Clark responded that if a booster tank were installed, the new tank would overflow whenever the booster tank turned on.

Mr. Yeagley asked why the tank was placed on the current site instead of a different level.

Mr. Clark answered that the land dispute caused the location to move.

Mr. Asma asked who decided to decrease the height of the tank but leave the base as original base size.

Mr. Clark responded that Anderson and Associates were the engineers on the project and it was possible that Iron Gate approved the height.

Mr. Asma asked if Iron Gate made decisions about the tank and reported to VDH as required for the grant. 

Mr. Clark informed him that Iron Gate was responsible for reporting to VDH as the funds were granted to them.

Mr. Kimberlin asked if anyone in Iron Gate had over 47psi.  

Mr. Clark informed him that no one had more than 47psi.

Mr. Yeagley pointed out that if Wesgate had larger lines the decrease to 45psi would not have been as noticeable.

Mr. Asma asked for a contact at Iron Gate to discuss reporting to VDH.

Mr. Clark advised calling the Town Hall in Iron Gate.

Mr. Smith asked a time frame for adding a loop to the system.

Mr. Clark could not give a time frame at that time because Public Works would need to contact an engineer and the landowner.

NEW BUSINESS

Zellie Bunn

Ms. Bunn was not present, but had requested a 6 month payment arrangement on her bill.

Mr. Smith made a motion to grant the arrangement with the stipulations that no other arrangements could be made until the arrangement had been fulfilled and that the leak at the residence be fixed in a timely manner.

Mrs. Moore seconded the motion.

OLD BUSINESS

Dolly Ann

The Dolly Ann system continues to have brown water issues.  Mr. Clark has brought an engineer in to move forward and plans to apply for VDH funding to completely replace lines in the area.

Wrightsville

Public Works has five taps left to complete the re-tapping of the area.  Public Works currently receives complaints that the water has too much chlorine.  The chlorine will be stronger in the winter and less noticeable in the summer because the chlorine blends well with warmer water.

OTHER ITEMS

There were no other items to discuss.

ADJOURN

With no further business brought before the commission, on a motion by Mrs. Moore and seconded by Mr. Smith, the Alleghany County Water and Sewer Commission meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Layman

Secretary to the Commission 
